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CHAPTER1: 
APPREHENSION 











ONE OF THE SPIES 
SENT BY THE 
SHOGUNATE THAT 
PLANS TO DESTROY 
OUR FIEF HAS BEEN 
APPREHENDED!! 


PLANNING [ff 
TO DESTROY “KL 
OUR HOME! 


JT SERVES HIM 


IN ORDER TO 
CHANGE THE RANK 
SENDS IN SPIES LIKE THIS, 
WHO MAKE UP ABSURD 
PRETEXTS FOR OUR 
DEMOTION! 





WHAT SHALL BE 
DONE WITH THIS 
2 


TORTURE 
HIIIIIAAL 





; THE TOKUGAWA 
HE'LL BE LEFT 7 . DOG WILL BE 
TO DROWN AS : EXPOSED AT 

THE TIDE RETURNS! ts 4 ; SATANOURA! 


THAT IS HIS 





WHEN WE PARADE HIM ABOUT, 
HIS COMRADES WILL SEE...AND EVEN 
IF ONLY ONE DOES, HE’LL 
TELL THE OTHERS! 


THE FACT HE’LL 
BE HUNG LIKE 
THAT AT SATO- A 
NOURA IS TO 
LURE US IN! 


EVEN IF WE 
GO SILENCE 
HIM OUR- 


SELVES... 
iy 





(BECAUSE KUHACHIRO That RINIGHINO-Sana 
6 THAT KUNICHIYO-SAMA 
| THAT's WHY WE Su erayeD IN EDO, %) HAS A MOLE NEAR THE 
BROUGHT HIM yy, HE'S THE ONLY ONE " NAIL OF HIS THUMB, 
ALONG, DESPITE WHO KNOWS ‘ 


HIS LACK OF ! KUNICHIYO-SAMA'S 
Face! 


v 


BUT... 


WE MIGHT CONFIRM 
KUNICHIYO-SAMA’S 
IDENTITY, BUT LOSING 
KUHACHIRG MAKES 
THINGS HARDER. 


EVEN IF HE TALKS AND 
REVEALS OUR NUMBERS, 
AND HOW WE LOOK? 
MIGHT SUBMIT 
TO TORTURE 
AND TELL THEM 





Ve 


SR THEY'L FIND 


LW - 
DO WE ny) KUHACHIRO 


|) MIGHT TALK. 
aie AND 


NOTHING...IF WE GO 
TO SATANOURA, WE'LL 
BE FOUND OUT. 





7 if WE'LL Lose our 
| CAN'T ALLOW AW | COVER AND CAN'T 
THAT! WHAT . 
OTHER METHODS 


CAN i? : 


AZ 


WILL | END UP AS 
WANTED? WHEN | HAVEN'T 
EVEN FOUND KUNICHIYO- 
SAMA‘S LOCATION, 
OR THE RINGLEADERS 
OF THIS SCHEME? 





LOOK! THE 
TIDE Is 
RISING! 





IS TO GIVE ME 
EVERYTHING 


ABOUT YOUR 
COMRADES! 


IF | GO SAVE HIM, THEY'LL 
FIND ME...EVEN IF | KILLED 
ALL THE MEN IN THAT 
PLACE, THERE WOULD BE 
SOMEONE WATCHING FROM 
AFAR FOR SURE. 





4 THE ENEMY ( 
EVEN IN DISGUISE, WANTS TO 


CHIYOZ6 AND | 
ARE TOO DISTINCT. 


ANYTHING IN THE 

END BUT LEAVE 

HIM, EVEN IF HE 
TALKS... 


CHIYOZS WON'T 

EVER LEAVE MY 

SIDE, SO | CAN'T 
GO ALONE... 





| SHOULD BE 
FINE MIXING IN 


fl 


Fete! SATANO- 


OOH...KU- 
HACHIRO... 





NOT EVEN A 
SINGLE ON- 


| SEE... THEY SAID THAT 
ALL THE SPIES WHO 
INFILTRATED IN THIS 
DOMAIN HAD NEVER 
BEEN HEARD OF 


ARE THE PEOPLE 
OF THIS DOMAIN 
USED TO SUCH 
THINGS...? 


IE | WATCH 
TOO LONG, 
ILL LOoK 

SUSPICIOUS. 





” THAT MAN 
Is A SUuS- 


PICIOUS 





Do you 
EXPECT YOUR 
COMRADES 
TO SAVE 
youl? 


WHY'RE YOu 
| so sTuBB- 
ORN!? 


WHY IF THEY 
COVER WANT YOU 
FOR THEM DEAD... 


TALK! TELL ME 
HOW MANY THERE 
ARE, AND THEIR 
TRAITS... 


I'LL SAVE 
YOU RIGHT 
AWAY! 


THEY WON'T 
COME, BECAUSE 
ITLL BE 
WORRIESOME 
FOR THEM IF 
YOU TALK! 


THEY PROBABLY 
JUST WANT YOU 
TO DIE QUICKLY! 
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NOT ONLY COULD | NOT 


OR Is IT 7 .\ ‘ SAVE HIM..BUT | HAVE 
ALREADY | NO IDEA IF HE TALKED. 
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CHAPTER 2: SEPARATION 


HAVE OUR 
APPEARANCES 


ALREADY BEEN 
LEAKED OUT TO 
THE ENEMY? 
..CAN'T WE MOVE 
AROUND AS 
STREET 
TO FIND \ ‘ PERFORMERS 
THAT OUT . a ANY MORE? 
BUT : 
WALKING 





However, | 
HAVE NO WAY TO 
EXPLAIN IT TO 
HIM... 


CHIYOZ6 IS ANGRY... 
AND IT’S NO 
WONDER THAT HE’S 
WARY OF ME... 


HE CAN NO 
LONGER TRUST 
THE ONLY PERSON 
HE COULD RELY 











IT's THE 
ADMIRABLE 
TAKENOBU 

“SAMA... F 








REMEMBERED 
My NAME.../f 


IN THIS FIEF, yp CHILDREN 
THOSE WHO 2 LIKE YOU WHO 
BECOME STRONG ‘ a : HAVE LOST 
AND USEFUL MEN ‘a y % / THEIR 
ARE ALSO ABLE PARENTS 
TO HAVE A i i <2 MUST NOT 
SUCCESSFUL a BELITTLE 
CAREER!! P 1} THEMSELVES! 


) |, TAKENOBU, 

ALRIGHT!?  OCETY, 
BECOME STRONG!! Y BAgeD ON 

Br FUL 
COME USEFUL | ACTUAL 

STRENGTH, 

REGARDLESS 
OF SOCIAL 
STATUS!! 





tLe 
BECOME A 
USEFUL 
MAN FOR 
SURE! 


AMAZING, 
AMAZIIING!! 


WANTS TO 
BECOME 
USEFUL 
TOO... 





WHERE HAVE 
YOU GONE.../? 


HOW MUCH EFFORT 
ILL PUT IN TO 
SEARCHING FOR HIM... 


MAYBE HE 
WANTS TO SEE 
HOW MUCH | 
NEED HIM...? 


NO, IT’S NOT 
THAT...MAYBE HE : HE WANTED TO 


WAN UT... MAKE ME WORRY 
ANTS TO FIND O ARE Me WORRY 


BELONGINGS... 
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WHERE DID 

KANTA AND 

THE OTHERS 
Gol? 








THANKS TO 
TAKENOBU-SAMA, YOU 


THAT YOU SHOULD 
ret aL oa Saison To LWe 
Bi HERE. YOU AREN’T IN 


A POSITION TO BE 
ABLE TO GO PLAY 
AROUND!! 


IT’S ONLY NATURAL 





+ THAT'S RIGHT... 
EVEN YOU, COULD DO 
THIS ERRAND, ON. 


INSIDE ARE YOUR 4 GOT ITI? YOU MUST 
FAVORITE DELIVER TO DELIVER THIS TO 
BOTAMOCHI. GOHEI-SAN’S GOHEI-SAN’S HOUSE 
| w-YOU KNOW IT 
WELL, ON!! 
CAN YOU DO ITI? 










WHERE'S HE 
HIDING...f? 














MAYBE | SHOULD‘VE 

See (WAITED FOR HIM AT 
B THE MARKET... WHERE | 

BOUGHT THIS MASK... 








ON, YOU MUSN’T 
EAT THEM!! THEY 
MUST BE GIVEN 
TO GOHEI-SAN’S 
FAMILY. 








THAT'S STRANGE... TO THINK 

THAT THERE'S NO ONE WHO 

SAW CHIYOZ6 WHO STANDS fssome 
OUT $O MUCH... 


WALKING AROUND, 
SEARCHING FOR HIM 
LIKE THIS... MAYBE WE 





YOU'RE NOT 
NORMALLY OUT ON 
YOUR OWN... WHAT 

HAPPENED TO KANTA 
AND THE OTHERS!? 


THE HECK 
ARE YOU 
SAYING!I? 


HULL 
? 


TELL HIM THAT 
WE’RE GONNA 
SETTLE THE 
SCORE FOR THE 
OTHER DAy!! 


ON IS 
EN ROUTE 
TO BEING 


GO BACK AND BRING 
THAT CHEEKY KANTA 
HERE!! 














So 
DELI- 
cious! 





as 


HH 


CHIYOZ6... 
YOU MUST 


BE HUNGRY, 
RIGHT? 





























Chapter 3: 
Loneliness 








WHEN ON y 
COMES BACK... 
THEY'LL SAY HE 

DID IT... 





va 
matronis¥ 
USELESS... tne 
Jf 


SAY 





S 
wy 
$ 
= 








W-Wo Is ITI? 


PERSON, we A SAMURAI? 
NOT A 


SCARY 
ONE. 





Be” < GOHEI-SAN WAS 
MAD! HE CAME TO 


TELL ME THAT HE 
DIDN’T RECEIVE THE 
BOTAMOCHI!! 











=. 


Pw“ 


Z. 
‘ 

UV) 
S 


Yn, 





WHAT A 
SCARED, TENSE 
FACE THAT 
PEKKUMA HAD! 





DON’T BE A 
STRANGER, 
IT’S FINE, 
CHOW DOWN! 
YOU'RE HUNGRY, 


RIGHT!? 











WE DON'T GET IT... 
WHAT DO YOU 
WANT TO SAY..? 








WHERE DID 
YOU SLEEP 
LAST NIGHT!? 
.. DID YOU 
HAVE A 
MEAL? 





hop 


Now | SEE... 
CHIYOZ6 I$ NOT 
TESTING ME... 
HE GOT LOST... 
$0... EVEN IF HE 
WANTED TO 
COME BACK 
HE CAN'T... 





EVEN IF IT MEANT TYING HIM UP, 
| SHOULD'VE LEFT HIM BEHIND 
LIKE TENKAI-SAMA SAID... 

IF | CAN’T PROTECT HIM... 
IVE GOT NO RIGHT TO BRING HIM 
ALONG WITH ME... 


Ki 1 DIDN'T STAY WITH 
CHIYOZ6 BECAUSE | 
1, PITIED HIM... 





BECAUSE OF ME CHIYOZ6 IS 
LOST... IN A FOREIGN FIEF WHERE 
WE DON’T KNOW ANYONE... 

TO THINK THAT | LOST SIGHT OF 


























LIKE THIS... WITH AT FIRST, 
HIS ARMS AND WE DIDN’T 


HANDS... BUT WE 
DIDN’T GET HIM 
AT ALL! 


CHIYOZ6, 
VM *ON* 


g UNDERSTAND 
HIM!! 


THAT THERE WERE 
MANY PEOPLE... OR A ji 
GREAT DEAL OF 
SOMETHING... 





SO WE THAT'S RIGHT!! WE 
WONDERED IF THOUGHT THAT HE 
IT WASN’T THE WAS SAYING THAT 
THERE WERE SO 
MANY MASKS!! 


WHERE DID YOU 
SLEEP LAST 
NIGHT!? HOW DID 
YOU MANAGE FOR 
MEALS, CHIYOZO? 





ON HAS BECOME 
$0 ATTACHED TO 
CHIYOZ6-SAN 
THAT HE HASN’T 
LEFT HIS SIDE 
SINCE LAST 
NIGHT. 

















~ CHAPTER 4: SECRET. MESSAGE 
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AT THE 
MOMENT 
HE IS HAPPILY 
PLAYING WITH 
SUZUHIME- 


SHOGUNATE 
SPIES HAVE 
INFILTRATED... 


SAY WHAT 
YOU LIKE, 
BUT THAT 
WOULD BE 
A LITTLE... 


HE GRASPED THE 
SITUATION HE IS IN 
AND SOON REALISED 

THAT ESCAPING 
FROM THE CASTLE 
WOULD BE 
POINTLESS. 


YES...IT'S 
JUST AS 
YOU 
THOUGHT... 


RUNNING 
AROUND 
OUTSIDE 
WITH 
KUNICHIYO- 
sAmAl? 





KUNICHIYO-DONO, 
LET'S TAKE THE 
HORSES OUT!! 
I WANT TO SHOW 
YOU THE 
VASTNESS OF 
THIS FIEF!! 








STUDIES, MILITARY 
TAKECHIYO- ¢ ARTS, POPULARITY. 
DONO, IN KUNICHIYO-DONO, gig 
YOU SURPASS YOUR esa 
OLDER BROTHER, °. 


Due To IeyAsu’s 


PROCLAMATION THAT THE YOUR FATHER, 


S) INHERITANCE SHOULD GOTO |, if 
ns 4 | THE ELDEST SON, IT’S DECIDED THE SHOGUN 
+i, 


AND YOUR 
THAT THE NEXT APPOINTMENT | MOTHER TOO 


\Yy A h WISHED FOR 
" \ YOU TO 
BECOME THE 


| WAS IN THE : 
i SAME 
i. POSITION... 





THAT HE 
WOULD HAVE 
SUCCEEDED 


HE DIED 
AT AGE 
EIGHTEEN. | 














YeaH!! THEY'LL 
STAY AT OUR 
PLACE... AND WE THEYLL STAY 
WON'T HEAR ANY || HERE FROM NOW S, / 
COMPLAINTS! ONIP 


WE'RE TRAVELING |B? Ir was GIVEN TO US 


ACROBATS. IF WE is 
GOULD STAY Here ||) BY TAKENOBU-SAMA 


FOR A WHILE WE 















































BUT HE CAN’T THAT JERK-OFF PEKKUMA 

MEDDLE WITH WORKS OVER THERE. 
OUR HOUSE HE WORKS US HARD AND 
OVER HERE!! BRAGS AND BRAGS, 


NO MATTER WHAT 
HE SAYS, WE WERE 
ALLOWED TO LIVE 
IN THIS HOUSE 
HERE BY 





| DIDN'T THINK IT Wy SUR. 
WOULD BE $0 


SPACIOUS. 





FROM KANTA’S 

STORIES | CAME 

TO UNDERSTAND 
THIS FIEF'S 





IT WOULD 
PROBABLY BE SAFE 
TO SAY THAT THIS 
MAN TAKENOBU IS 
THE RINGLEADER 
WHO ABDUCTED 
KUNICHIYO-SAMA, 


IF 1 GET TO 
HEAR MORE 
DETAILS 
FROM 


| THINK I'LL BE 
ABLE TO MEET 
THIS_ YOUNG 
MAN TAKENOBU 
AHEAD OF TIME,, 


CERTAIN YOUNG AND 
GREATLY POPULAR 
MAN CALLED i 
TAKENOBU IS 
RUNNING 














TO BE ABLE TO PICK uP 
THIS FIEF SITUATION 
$0 QUICKLY... 





THAT'S RIGHTL... 
IT WAS THANKS 


LepTome  } 
BECOMING FRIENDS: F CHIYOZ6 
WITH KANTA AND j MEETING 
THE OTHERS... Z 





























Vn sorry!! 
I'M SORRY, 
Culvoz000!! 





HOWEVER... 
HOWEVER... THANK 
youl! THANKS TO 

YOU, IT LOOKS LIke | 
CAN GET CLOSE TO 
THE RINGLEADER 
UNEXPECTEDLY 
QUICKLY... 


CHIYOZ6, LET'S 
SLEEP SNUGGLED 
TOGETHER 
TONIGHT! 





ALMOST ON WHAT | 
gp THE VERGE WOULD’VE 


| WASN’T 
GOING TO 
SEE YOU 


















































WE ARE TRAVELING 
ACROBATS... SIBLINGS. 
I HEARD THAT | COULD 
MEET THE YOUNG LORD 

OF THIS FIEF DOING 


WAITED HERE. 

















WHAT 
BUSINESS 
COULD SOME 
TRAVELING 
ACROBATS 
HAVE WITH 












ww IS 
CONTAINED 
IN HERE. 





SOME VERY 
IMPORTANT 
SHOLIGUN- 


ATE PEOPLE 


PERSON 


CALLED 
RECEIVING 
THEIR KUNICHIYO- 


RESPONSE. 





ABSURDI!... WHY 
WOULD SUCH A 
SHOGUNATE DUTY 
HAVE BEEN GIVEN 

TO A MERE 


WHY WOULD THE 
SHBGUN OF THIS 
COUNTRY... 
cnoose A street (l 
PERFORMER LIKE q . 





WITHOUT 


WHY DID THEY 
MAKE YOU CARRY 
THAT... ? DON’T 

YOU HAVE THE 
SLIGHTEST IDEA!? 


AFTER | BECAME 
FRIENDS WITH 
BONTENMARU-SAMA, 
WHO THEY SAY IS THE 
SHOGUN’S ILLEGITI- 


Tey MATE CHILD, 


SUDDENLY 
TOOK ME 
AWAY... 


AND 
HEe’s THE THREATENED 
PRECIOUS TO KILL HIM IF 
MASTER | DIDN'T 

\ WHO RAISED] | FOLLOW THEIR 

f ME... ORDERS. 











THEN... THEY 
PUT THE 
MASTER WHO 
RAISED ME INTO 
THE CASTLE 

































IT IS TRUE THAT 

IN OUR FIEF WE 

SOMETIMES USE 
STREET 

hy PERFORMERS TO 

\ INFILTRATE... 






COMING BY SHIP, 
WHERE DID YOU 


2 


WHERE?... AFTER 
THEY MADE ME 
DISEMBARK... THEY 
TOLD ME THE WAY 
AND I'VE KEPT 
WALKING SINCE 
THEN. 












| GUESS 
THAT I'VE 
PASSED AT 









YOU CAN 
SEE THE 
DESPERATION 
OF THE SHOGUN 
TO DISCOVER 
KUNICHIYO- 
Sama’ 
CONDITION 
NO 


DID YOU THINK 
THAT YOU 
WOULD’VE BEEN 
ABLE TO FOOL ME, 
TAKENOBU, WITH 
SUCH LIES? 


SN 


| SEE... IF THEY HAD 
CHOSEN SOME 

SHOGUNATE SPIES THEY 
COULD’VE BEEN KILLED, 
$O THEY WENT WITH AN 

UNLIKELY SUSPECT... 

A YOUNG STREET 
PERFORMER GIRL... 










































































AFTER COMING ALL 
THE WAY HERE... 
WHY WOULD | LIE? 


Bur... I'M NOT SO 
NAIVE AS TO BELIEVE 
EVERYTHING YOU SAID. 





HAS HE HEARD 1 
RUMORS ABOUT ! i . comes!! 
ME... OR NOT? me THIS IS A 


| TOLD KANTA AND 
THE OTHERS THAT 
I'M CALLED AZUMI, 
$0 | CAN'T GIVE HIM 
A FALSE NAME. 


My MASTER'S LIFE 

IS RIDING ON THIS. 

PLEASE, READ THIS 

> LETTER AND GIVE 

J ME THE LORD AND 

> KUNICHIYO-SAMA’S 
REPLY. 

































IT SEEMS 
LIKE HE 


AND, THERE’S A 
CONDITION ... 
THEY REPEATEDLY 
INSISTED THAT IT 
MUST BE UPHELD. 










| WAS... THEY TOLD ME TO TO GUARD 
STRICTLY / RECEIVE THE REPLY AGAINST 

ORDERED / ’ AFTER ENSURING THAT KUNICHIYO- 

TO HAVE { KUNICHIYO-SAMA HAD, SAMA 

THIS — WRITTEN HIS TRUE BEING 
CONDITION «> TO FEELINGS IN FRONT FORCED 

RESPECTED! CO) J] | OF ME. ek were 
FALSI- 


TIES, 




















THAT THE 
YOUNG LORD 
DOES ARCHERY 
ON HORSEBACK 
HERE. 


A-AZUMI-NEECHAN.... 
YOU SAID YOU HAD 
SOME BUSINESS WITH 
TAKENOBU-SAMA, 


By CHANCE, 
| BECAME 
FRIENDS 

WITH THOSE 
CHILDREN. 





| MUST SEE 
WITH MY | SEE... SO YOU 


OWN EYES mo ON \~ KNOW KANTA AND 
KUNICHIYO- ON THE OTHERS... 
SAMA THAT'S PERFECT, 
WRIT... WAIT AT KANTA’S 


YOU WON'T JPA | HARDLY 
CURRY MY r KNOW 
FAVOR SO YOU... 


EVEN IF IT’S|| THE DESTINY 
JUST A OF OUR FIEF 
REPLY, WITH OUR 
WE MUST TOKUGAWA bie ica 
CONSIDER ENEMIES... NEGOTI- 
THIS VERY & ATE 
CAREFULLY. ‘ 





J WAIT AT 
KANTA’S 
House!! 









Ney 
ne 





GOODNESS... 
AZUMI AND CHIYOZ6 
APPEARED AND TALKED 
TO TAKENOBU... 


'S Weir © zum nas svzesoy 
S TRUE?! SPOKEN WITH THE 
, YOUNG LORD, 

TAKENOBUI? 





$ 


W-WHAT 
DID YOU 
SAY? 





i 


| FOUND OUT THE 
PLACE WHERE THEY 
SAY THAT THE YOUNG 
LORD, TAKENOBU, 
OFTEN DOES HORSE- 
BACK ARCHERY. | 
THOUGHT I'D HANG 
AROUND THERE TO 


LEARN WHAT HE 





OUTCLASSED 
BY THAT \. \ 
AZUMI, EH? ‘ < fone BEAUTIFUL 


YOUNG 
GIRL 























$0... IS AZUMI 
ALREADY INSIDE 
THE CASTLE!? 


| WASN'T 
CLOSE 
ENOUGH TO 





¥\ WHAT DID 
THEY 
TALK 

ABOUT!? 





DID FIND OUT 
WHERE AZUMI 





Yes... WE'VE 
GOT TO 
CONFIRM THE 
FACES OF THE 
OTHER THREE 


WE KEPT TAILING THE 
MAN WHO CAME AT V8 
SATANOLURA AND HE 

PY.. 






HAHA (F 14.4 HAHA HAAAH | WAAAH 
te Hh ihe ime, 


\\ 

















; 
is) 
) 
- 
if 


YOU CAN PLAY 
WITH CHIYOZ6 
AFTER ALL. 


ON, YOU'RE 


USUALLY LONELY, 


BUT TODAY YOU 
SHOULD BE 
HAPPY, RIGHT? 





anny 
ae 








PLEASE, ACT 
LIKE WE DON’T 
KNOW EACH 
OTHER. 





PLEASE, TALK 
GOT ITH! IN A WAY TO 
NOT GIVE OUR 
RELATIONSHIP 
AWAY, FOR 
BOTH OUR 


I'M JUST TALKING TO 
HIM BECAUSE | KNOW 
HIM A LITTLE. 





1 SAW THAT 
YOU TALKED 
WITH THE 
YOUNG LORD, 
TAKENOBU. 


HAVE YOU 

FigureD | WHAT ON 
SOMETHING “™ EARTH DID 
our aBouT YOU TALK 
KUNICHIYO- {| ABOUT!? 


“ald oe 


Hie al 


TO BRING BACK THE 
REPLY TO A LETTER, 
ADDRESSED TO 
KUNICHIYO-SAMA, 
THAT THE SHOGUIN 
HAD ENTRUSTED TO 


tal 


| DON’T 
KNOW 
KUNICHIYO- 
SAMA’S 
CONDITION. 


BUT IT TURNED OUT 
THAT | WASN’T TAKEN 
INSIDE AND | MUST 
WAIT FOR THEM TO 
CONTACT ME... 


























GET AWAY 
SAFELY. 


THATS NO GOOD... 
A FIGHT WILL 
BREAK OUT... 

SEVEN MEN 
AGAINST TWO... 





/ IF OTHER ENEMIES 
| WERE WATCHING 

FROM SOMEWHERE, 
THEYD FIND OUT 
THAT I'M ONE OF 


IF THEY ARE CAPTURED 
AND TORTURED, AND 
IF THEY WERE TO 
TALK, MY EFFORTS TO 
GET CLOSE TO 
TAKENOBU WOULD 
HAVE BEEN FOR 
NOTHING... 





IN ANY CASE, BEING 
UNCOVERED AS ONE 
OF THEM, WOULD 
OF THEW WOE Cuivoz 
60 
EITHER... 


THE FIGHT 
q HAS BEGUN... 


THERE'S A 
THE ONLY THICKET... 
ae | ‘ THAT COULD 
VE GOT Za. GIVE ME 
IF 1AM _ 
GOING TO 


TO TAKE A 











CHIYOZ6, 
) THIS WAY. 


ON!! LET’ 
PLAY HIDE 
AND SEEK!! 


FOUND AND 
ENDS UP 
BEING"IT’... 




















i, & TODAY, 
Ors CHIYOZ6 
WILL BE 
“IT” FIRSTIE 
LET’S HIDE 
i! WELLI! 
Y 
Whee 
Z\_yy> 





CHIYO26, 


cuiozs, } 
YOULL 
BE “IT? 





CHIYOZ6, 
IT’S so00 
SPACIOUS 


FIVE TIMES 
TEN!! 
















































Damn! 
TO THINK 
THEYD BE 
COMING 
THIS. WAY... 

















DON’T WANT 
THE ENEMY 
TO SEE ON! 
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CHAPTER 6: THE MAGICAL CLOAK OF INVISIBILITY 











THE ENEMY 


WATCHING |, 


CONNECTED TO FROM THE 
HATTORI-DONO , DISTANCE 
AND THE 


{\ OTHERS ... 





WON'T BE 
FOUND OUT 
TODAY, | 


STAY RIGHT 
THERE INSIDE, 
AND COVER 





I'LL BE CARRYING YOU IN \\ 
THE CLOAK. I'LL MOVE 
AROUND, BUT YOU DON’T 
HAVE TO WORRY!! 


CLOSE YOUR 
EYES AND 
COVER YOUR 
EARS!! 











SS 


DE 
i 


a 
EN 


Ka Vas 


er, 
~ 
IN 
a 
Al 


i 









































a ig y’ at 
Mis Ws ex 








Ars » MASASHIGE... NO... 
Y HANZO-SAMA.... YOU 


YOU WERE i) 
INCREDIBLE. 


GINBEE, DIDN’T I'M SURE 
YOU KILL THOSE 
REMAINING!? 


—~ 


~ 


‘a 
nt IN) Y 
<_PANT PANT J PANT PANT [id 





CHIYOZ6 HAS HELPED ¢\\ 


Nah) “us once aca. 


AZUMI HAS INSTRUCTED 
HIM TO HELP US... BUT 
IF THE ENEMY MADE A 

CONNECTION, SHE 

WOULD BE IN TROUBLE, 

RIGHT...? 








OF 
A i 




















WE ARE 
INDEBTED TO 
AZUMI AND 
CHIYOZ6... 


IT SEEMS THAT AZUMI 
TOLD TAKENOBU THAT 
HIDETADA-SAMA HAS 
ENTRUSTED HER TO 
DELIVER A LETTER 
ADDRESSED TO 
KUNICHIYO-SAMA AND 
TO RETURN 
WITH HIS REPLY 


SHE SAID 
THAT SHE 
COULDN'T 





THIS PLACE IS GOOD... 


EVEN IF THE ENEMY nat 
FIND US, IT'LL BE EASY \') WARITA... YOU 
an (i il FOUND A NICE 
DESERTED 











| —~— 





\ TLL SHOW YOU 
DOWN BELOW... 
$0 GIMME!! 
\ 











No MATTER 
HOW YOUNG A 
WOMAN IS, IF 
SHE'S FILTHY | 

















Bevo ys CHAPTER Z: 


V4 DANCING 








ARE YOU 
STARVING? 


AND TO THINK 
THAT... AFTER 
YOU TOOK AWAY 
THE FILTH YOU 
HAVE SUCH A 
BEAUTIFUL 





Do you 
ALWAYS DO 
THIS WITH 
ANYONE!? 














HAS COME TO ¥ 
\ ‘s UP AZUMI... 
f 








WELL. 


DON'T BE 
IN sucH A J 





dhicil Mad adil 


a 
pe 


my Tomy, ! 
7 THOUGHT I'D 
ENTERTAIN 





THESE ARE THE 
MOST MAJOR 
NEGOTIATIONS 
MY FIEF HAS 
HAD WITH 
TOKUGAWA... 


IT’S NOT INSIDE THE 


CASTLE, BUT... THIS 
PLACE IS USED WHEN 
IMPORTANT GUESTS 
TO OUR FIEF HAVE 
TO WAIT. 


CT 


I WANT TO 
EXPRESS MY 
GRATITUDE TO 
YOU AZUMI, 
FOR HAVING 
BROUGHT THE 
SHOGUN’S 













































































































































































| MUST ACT 
EXACTLY AS A J 


EAT WELL! 


DON’T P 
HESITATE TO re are 


FILL YOUR 
STOMACH. mu. 


LIVING ON THE 
i ROAD, GOING 
) AROUND VARIOUS 


AT | || 


Wy 
iil 
I} 





DID You see 
MANY FIEFS!? 


BEEN TO THE | 
CAPITAL, KY6... 
COVERED IN 
SNOW. 


LHaven‘T 


see ONE yer...) fs 





YOU DON’T 


KNOW YOUR 


PARENTS... 


[THINK THAT } 
YOUR FATHER 


COULD HAVE 


FOREIGNERS 
VISIT NOW AND 
THEN. I'VE MET 

THEM MANY 

TIMES. 





SS 

OUR FIEF HAS A 

IT’S ONE OF LONG HISTORY OF 
THE MAIN “@ Pa SMUGGLING WITH 

FOREIGN 

COUNTRIES THAT 

ARE FORBIDDEN 

BY THE 

SHOGUNATE. 


THIS IS 
SUPER 
DELICIOUS 
TOO!! 



























































































































































































































































DRUNKI! 









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Culvoze!! IT’S 
NOT LIKE YOU 
SS THINKIL.. STOP! 





| BEG youl! 
PLEASE, LET ME Gol! 
) IF YOU DO THAT, 
HE'LL STOP. 


PLEASE, LET ME 
GO!! IF YOU DO, 
MY BROTHER 








"HFA, B35R—H— 


“AZUMI” V35-END 


HATHA — FE 


EyFAsyg9R 
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IO BALET 
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